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they are imposed upon us as of divine authority, act
as a check on our progress, and trouble us by a
conflict between the dictates of religion and ethics,
which ought to be in perfect accord.

For all of us at the outset of life, for a vast pro-
portion of us throughout our whole lives, these
authoritative ideals of the past furnish a standard of
higher attainment; but for the living, leading, pro-
gressive part of the community they are a hindrance
more than a help. These last must, so to say, com-
prehend and pass beyond the God of the public
religion, and, by so doing, further the development
of that conception which else, remaining stationary,
would become a more and more demoralising influ-
ence in every successive generation. Indeed the God
of one age may, by mere inertia and through the
petrifying effect of authority and religious conser-
vatism, become the devil of a future age; even as
the virtue and wisdom of childhood become vice and
folly when they are carried on into mature age, or as
anything that ought to grow becomes evil and mis-
chievous by not growing. There is one God of the
Old Testament and of the New, but the Old Testa-
ment conception of God would be demoralising were
it not corrected by the New and recognised as its
faulty embryo. Similarly the New Testament God is
not the God of the Church of these latter days.

And what holds of the conception of God holds
of the rest of a public religion, which is always in
advance of the religious and moral conceptions and
aspirations of the backward section of the community,
is on a level with those of the average, but acts as a
clog on the progressive section if its authority be so